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(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To continuously recognize even a table, for which the part of no 
ruled line is made variable, by extracting the ruled line and a blank line in 
the area, which is designated in advance, of the table at least based on 
compressed image data and recognizing the table. 

CONSTITUTION: An image input part 2 is provided to read a document and 
a first storage part 4A is provided to store the image data. Then, a 
character recognition part 5 is provided to process the image data of this 
first storage part 4A and to recognize characters and a compression part 3 
is provided to compress the image data. Further, a second storage part 4B 
is provided to store these compressed image data and a table recognition 
part 6 is provided to extract the ruled line and blank line in the area, which 
is designated in advance, of the table at least based on the contents of this 
second storage part 4B and to recognize the table. The characters in the 
area, which is formed by these ruled line and blank line, are recognized by 
the character recognition part 5. Thus, even the table, for which the part of 
no ruled line is different although the constitution of the ruled line is same, 
can be recognized as well. 
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